
 
 
 

HOUSE  STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES, TOURISM, AND OUTDOOR 

RECREATION 
 

 
307 House Office Building                        Tuesday 9:00 A.M.                   May 10, 2011 
 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
The Chair, Representative Foster, placed the committee at ease, the time being 9:01 
The Chair, Representative Foster, called the meeting back to order, the time being 9:10 
 
Representative Foster requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens. 

 Absent/Excused:  None. 
 
Representative Huuki moved to approve the minutes of May 3, 2011. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4577 before the committee. 
 
HB 4577 Johnson Natural resources; funding; natural resources trust fund; require to 

be used to make PILT payments on certain land. 
 
David Bertram, representing the Michigan Townships Association, submitted a testimony card  
indicating support for HB 4577 and 4579 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Johnson moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for HB 4577. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 



Representative Johnson moved to report with recommendation HB 4577 as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 

HB 4577 reported out with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The Chair laid HB 4579 before the committee. 
 
HB 4579 Foster Property tax; other; PILT payments; revise funds against which 

payments are charged. 
 
Representative Johnson moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for HB 4579. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-1.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representative Stapleton. 
 
Representative Johnson moved to report with recommendation HB 4579 as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-1.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representatives Stapleton. 
 

HB 4579 reported out with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Chair laid HB 4379 before the committee. 
 



HB 4379 Kowall Natural resources; inland lakes; procedure for dissolution of lake 
improvement boards; expand to include a petition of property 
owners being assessed by the lake board for 2/3 of cost. 

 
Representative Kowall explained her bill to the committee. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Tom Middleton, representing himself, testified in support of HB 4379. Mr. Middleton also 
submitted written material. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4554 before the committee.  
 
HB 4554 MacMaster Natural resources; Great Lakes; submerged log permits; modify 

requirements. 
 
Representative MacMaster explained his bill to the committee. Questions and discussion  
followed. 
 
The following testified on HB 4554. 
 
Randy Gross and Jim Milne, representing the Department of Environmental Quality (no position  
at this time) 
Chris Kindsvatter, representing Burt Lake and Torch Lake (neutral) 
James Cliff, representing the Michigan Environmental Council (no position at this time) 
Bryan Burroughs, representing Michigan Trout Unlimited (Oppose) 
 
The following submitted written comments on HB 4554. 
 
Jennifer McKay, representing Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 
Rachel Kuntzsch, representing Heart of the Lakes (Center for Land Conservation Policy) 
Dr. Bryan Burroughs, representing Michigan Trout Unlimited 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 10:10 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair                           David C. Mead 

Committee Clerk 
May 10, 2011 

________________________________    70 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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